
“Ted often used “one pagers”—learning activities to prompt discussion of the issue of the day. This one is “Three 
Levels of Moral Decision Making Related to Authority” 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Orientation 
to Source of 
Authority 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to 
Authority 

LEVEL I 
 
                             
 
Assuming self to 
be authority 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As to force 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Obedience 
 
(Liberating 
element) 
 
 

LEVEL II 
 
 
 
Authority is 
recognized as 
external to self 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As to respected 
models and laws 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trust 
 
(Liberating 
element) 

LEVEL III 
 
 
 
Authority is 
incorporated 
into self, as 
principles from 
outside having 
become 
internalized 
source. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As to principles, 
willingly, even 
eagerly 
incorporated in 
oneself. 
 
 
 
 


