Social Science Research Methodology for
Missions and Christian Education
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]During Ted’s final year of teaching at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Chicago (1998-1999), his research courses for the PhD in Educational Studies program were videotaped. The VHS tapes were subsequently edited, processed through software designed to improve the video and audio as much as possible, and then digitized. The quality is vastly improved from the original VHS. Our gratitude to Dr. Jim Dekker for his substantial investment of time in this project.    

The seminar focus is on the rationale, principles, and procedures for empirical research. It stresses the logic of research design, research consultation skills, and ethical issues in research. Types of research examined include descriptive, experimental, quasi-experimental, and evaluative. 

Ted described the seminar in this way: 

The organizing principle of the course is truth. Thus please become familiar with validity and types of validity. Know the importance of reliability within the concept validity.
	The difficulty of this seminar is legendary. You will need three elements of preparation: 
1) Your personal schedule [for the period of the seminar] should be unloaded of any and all other commitments except for emergency matters. The ‘open days’ that allow the course to be spaced out are intended for special writing days, and the work from those days is due at the beginning of the session that follows each.
2) Your emotional state and personal expectations need to be in great shape. I commit myself not to lose any participants who have prepared well and try hard. For me, a failure in outcomes is my failure, too. But failure is one possible outcome, especially when a person is panicky about statistics (the course is not about statistics), or gives inadequate time to the work. Staying up to speed with the rest of the participants is absolutely essential. It is dangerous to assume that you can just listen and then work out the projects later. That approach will not work in this course.
3) You must study carefully in advance of the first session. I don’t believe that threats are a valid way to motivate learners, but I will make a prediction: If you do not follow the instructions here to the best of your ability, your chances of success are much lower. You would be better advised to add the necessary time to your program to prepare yourself adequately for the next offering the seminar.
 
Participants were to accomplish the following:
	1. Recognize a quantitative method or design. Distinguish between quantitative research that 	is experimental and quantitative research that is descriptive. (Note that many research designs are 	non-quantitative.) 
	2. Define and describe the processes involved with the following:
· The grounding of hypotheses.
· The relationship of hypotheses to theory.
· Defining a population  
· Drawing a sample (compare convenience sample, random sample, and representative sample).
· Control-group designs (Experimental designs).
· Single-group designs (Quasi-experimental designs).
· Questionnaire design and item styles. (Especially note the value of 5-response Likert items.  Give attention to how they are written.)
· Variables: dependent and independent 
· Differentiating internal and external validity.
· Factors: the identifiable components of a relational situation.  Know how the term factor compares with variable.
	3. Identify a topic of interest and promising research value in planning one or more research 	studies. It must meet the following criteria:
a) You have done substantial reading on the topic and have begun to assemble a substantial list of important articles and/or books on various facets of the problem. Your literature file should deal with all of the following:
· A theoretical model of how the topic functions or how it can be conceptualized;
· Argumentative (apologetic) statements and/or case illustrations of how the topic relates to one or more mission or education tasks;
· An assurance that the topic can be explored empirically in the field (through observation, interview, or examination of case documents); and
· The importance of the topic in relation to missions and/or Christian education.
b) For a doctoral student in the first half of studies toward the degree, the topic selected should be among the three or four most promising topical areas of possible dissertation research. For a student in the second half of course work, the topic is to be that one in which the student has invested the most extensive and promising pre-dissertation reading and reflection. 
c) The topic is appropriate for research as a social science exercise. This criterion is best tested by compiling and critiquing a list of researchable questions. Questions of merit have the following characteristics:
· The question is concerned with a relationship, not just a yes/no sort of concern.  Formats following are useful:
· In what way does X relate to Y ? (descriptive questions) Note: x and y must both be observable (sometimes called “measurable”).
· When X is increased/greater/stronger, what is true of Y? (correlative questions)
· What factors among the following (name factors) are usually present or absent in a situation wherein X and Y are true? (concomitance questions)
· What are the factors which (seem to) relate to Z ? (projective questions)
· The question is answerable from empirical evidence. If not, throw out the question and get a better one! Very important: a question that asks should, ought, or could is not a useful research question. Instead, ask about things that are related to basic knowledge and, especially, understandings of relationships between or among evident variables.
· The question is important; getting it answered clearly would make a difference in the way some particular aspect of mission activity or Christian education is understood and/or carried out. Be ready to defend the importance of your choice of questions in terms of the need for deeper understanding, not in terms of decisions that could be made.
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