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During Ted’s final year of teaching at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Chicago (1998-1999), his research courses for the PhD in Educational Studies program were videotaped. The VHS tapes were subsequently edited, processed through software designed to improve the video and audio as much as possible, and then digitized. The quality is vastly improved from the original VHS. Our gratitude to Dr. Jim Dekker for his substantial investment of time in this project.    

The purpose of the seminar is to develop a working knowledge of the literature in social science, especially the sociological and anthropological research sources, which can be sustained in the Christian missionary’s or educator’s career.  The value of this literature and the mental processes it engenders is twofold: 
1. Grounding in the rudimentary understanding of human social behavior, especially as such knowledge increases the relevancy of intercultural evangelization, and church development educational planning and evaluation.
2. Appropriate interlocking of the research for Christian activities with analogues in the social sciences.

The following projects were assigned to this seminar.  

1. List ten or more disciplines and sub-disciplines in the sociological-anthropological tradition (e.g., communication, leadership, cultural anthropology) and give the names of at least two significant researchers or science-based authors in each of the fields. Select your fields and the researcher/authors in terms of possible relevancy to your own emerging research interests.  

2. Examine the list of articles at the front of Vol. 1 of the Encyclopedia of Educational Research. Read two that seem to be related in some way to your interests. Note the style and organization of the articles.  

3. List five research-worthy questions which could advance the knowledge base of Christian education or missiology. For each question a list of one to three topical areas of research in the sociological-anthropological literature are to be identified.   

4. A database representing a bibliography of 60 to 100 relevant sources and fifteen or more full text articles from the sociological-anthropological research literature appropriate as background for the development of a strong precedent literature chapter.    

5. A paper reviewing the major sources and the state-of-the-art of the social science literature which provides a database for understanding a particular research question of importance to missiology or to Christian education and/or missions.  This paper will likely need to be thirty to forty pages in length. The database from #4 above is to be elaborated in the style of the Encyclopedia of Educational Research. This paper could be the basis for the literature chapter of your dissertation.

 
